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I. Committee Background

The United States (U.S.) Senate is the heart of the legislative branch of the American

government. It acts as the upper chamber of Congress, while the House of Representatives is the

lower chamber. Every act and bill passes through Congress before it goes to the U.S. President

for approval or veto. Senators are familiar with having a heavy influence on the government.

They play a vital role in the debates and decisions the country faces every day. First coming

together in 1789, the U.S. Senate was built to be a more elaborate and sophisticated version of

the House. There are two senators for each state of union. Each senator represents the citizens

and interests of their home state. They serve six year terms. Having fewer members in the

chamber helps with the greater sense of community and unity between its members while

granting these very senators a tenure of six years in order to better discuss the issues that

pertain to the nation. The Senate underwent significant modifications in the first decades of the

20th century, most important of which allowed for the direct election of senators by citizens of

each state instead of an appointment by the state legislatures. The title of Senate Majority

Leader was also created; he or she would be the person that would guide the majority party

through debate. The leader would be a person of seniority and great communication skills.

Delegates can work with peers across the aisle, hopefully supporting bipartisan agreements that

will prevail. Senators will participate in debates on the nation’s most pressing issues, trying to

balance what the senator believes in and what one has to compromise to let matters move

forward democratically.

II. Introduction

Description and Definition of the Topic

Lobbying is when people or organizations launch public campaigns to persuade

governments or government officials to pursue specific public policy measures (Weiser, 2021).

In other words, lobbying is when individuals or organizations proceed with written or oral

communication to influence the government to do some legislative action in their favor. Some

mistake lobbying with bribery, which is incorrect since lobbying is legal while bribery is not.

Furthermore, lobbying is done publicly and admittedly works as an attempt to influence, while

bribery is committed secretly to buy certain power. Lobbying does not involve the direct

exchange of money from a lobbyist directly to a  government official.
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The 1st Amendment defends and protects the right to lobby as part of free expression of ideas.

Although it does not explicitly state the word ‘lobbying,’ it includes the right “to petition the

Government for a redress of grievances,” which translates to what is defined as modern lobbying

(Weiser, 2021). In addition to the 1st Amendment, in 1995, the Lobbying Disclosure Act was

established authoritatively to make every citizen aware of the influences that may occur so that

individuals can be informed of the pre-established procedures when making decisions.

Today, lobbying continues to grow substantially as it works to keep the government

running efficiently since it enables small-group interests to become more powerful. On the one

hand, it is a practice that promotes organized epxressoin of concerns as it encourages freedom of

speech and seeks the prime interests of individuals and organizations. Without it, the

government would be unable to distinguish the convenient sectors where they should distribute

government money. While lobbying works as a collaborative effort between organizations and

the government, lobbyists have purchased their influence with money, making campaign

donations to senators running for election, not with public campaigns and communication as it

is supposed to. For that reason, Congress ultimately passes legislation because they have grown

reliant on money of lobbyists rather than passing laws that serve U.S. citizens. This is why the

Senate must discuss to what extent lobbying is considered Constitutional.

The Problem

As a way to influence and inform governments, lobbying has remained a powerful tool;

however, it carries risks of undue influence (OECD, 2021). Lobbying in the 21st century has

become increasingly complex, including new tools for influencing governments and public

officials, such as social media. If left unchecked, lobbying can distort policy by focusing on

narrow, private interests, the interests of those with money to hire professional lobbyist more

than less affluent people or organizations. The evolution of business lobbying from rare and

reactive to a pervasive and increasingly proactive force is one of the most significant

transformations in American politics over the last several decades (OECD, 2021). Corporate

lobbying has critically changed how corporations interact with their governments. Rather than

trying to keep them uninvolved with their business, like before, companies are now looking at

governments as partners, often leading to some form of corruption (Drutman, 2015).

While lobbying can often be seen as the representation of the interests of citizens who do

not have the opportunity or access to represent them personally to the government by

encouraging people to play an active role in their government, this has not been the case in

recent years (Weiser, 2021). By allowing lobbyists to funnel millions of dollars into the hands of

Congress, politicians have become dependent on this money to fund their political careers. As a

result, they have begun passing laws that aim to satisfy the lobbyists and their clients rather than

benefit the general public (RepresentUs, 2022). This modern, more corrupt form of lobbying

threatens to corrode the unbiased democratic system in favor of lobbyists and their interests.
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Amid the pandemic, there has been a substantial increase in corporations hiring

lobbyists. This increase began due to restrictions imposed by COVID-19 and companies wanting

to find a way to avoid following specific guidelines in order to continue production. In 2020, the

total spent lobbying within the Senate was 2.9 billion U.S. dollars (Schwartz, 2021). However, in

2021, 3.7 billion U.S. dollars were spent on lobbyists, an all-time high for the industry, as 3,700

new companies and organizations have hired lobbyists since the pandemic’s start (O’Connell,

2022). This increase in lobbying poses a threat to the democratic system of the U.S. since it

increases the likelihood that people or organizations with special interests may buy their

influence in the government. Those people or organizations with more money may be listened to

by government officials more than other less well off citizens. The substantial amount of daily

lobbying can lead to unethical competition and influence as well as the detriment of public

interest and the creation of effective public policies. Therefore, it is crucial that all lobbying is

built around a transparent framework that aims to conserve the integrity of public

decision-making procedures.

III. History of the Topic

Chronological History of the Topic

The term “lobby” derives from the old German word louba, which means hall or roof. It

was commonly used to describe theaters, but in the 1810s, a newspaper referred to William

Irvine, a United States Representative, as a “lobby member” (Harper, 2016). This changed the

word’s meaning to someone “employed to advocate by extraneous influence” (Harper, 2016).

Throughout the 19th century, lobbying happened inside the state legislatures, as the federal

government did not handle economic matters. During those times, lobbying was a discreet

practice with little public disclosure. The practice of people trying to influence legislators would

often occur in the areas just outside the legislative rooms, called lobbies.

In the Gilded Age, during the presidency of Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877), lobbying

became more widespread (Thompson, 1984). The most influential lobby at the time advocated

for a tariff on wool and railroad subsidies, but lobbying grew to areas as diverse as gambling. For

example, during this time, lobbyist Charles T. Howard worked with state legislators and the

governor of Louisiana to receive a license to sell lottery tickets (Death of John A. Morris, 1895).

The practice has evolved since the 18th century, but such cases demonstrate that lobbying has

occurred in the United States government for a greater part of its history.

In the 20th century, as the US entered the Progressive Era reformers started blaming

lobbying for corrupting politics. Lobbying was heavily criticized in the presidential election of

Herbert Hoover in 1928 by the American Tariff League’s payments alongside the Republican

National Committee (Clemens, 1997). Criticism rose as people claimed they hired two lobbyists,

which they disguised as “Washington correspondence” (Clemens, 1997). At the time, Col. John
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Thomas Taylor, the most successful lobbyist in the world, worked as chief lobbyist for the

American Legion. He passed 630 veteran bills through Congress that benefited veterans by

providing them with more than 13 billion dollars between 1919 and 1941 (Light on Lobbying,

1930).

In 1953, following a lawsuit involving a congressional resolution authorizing a committee

to investigate lobbying activities that influenced or held back legislation, the Supreme Court

ensured that lobbying only referred to direct lobbying activities (United States v. Rumely, 1953).

This was described as a representation made directly to Congress and its members. This led to

the Court rejecting any broader interpretation of lobbying outside the First Amendment. The

Supreme Court’s ruling was the following:

“Lobbying, properly defined, is subject to control by Congress, ... But the term

cannot be expanded by mere definition to include forbidden subjects. Neither

semantics nor syllogisms can break down the barrier which protects the

freedom of people to attempt to influence other people by books and other public

writings…. It is said that lobbying itself is an evil and a danger.” — Supreme

Court decision in Rumely v. United States.

From this, several political trends emerged during the late 20th century, such as the ease

of re-election for congresspeople, spending large quantities on advertising political campaigns,

cooperation between lobbyists and congresspeople for funding re-elections, and partisanship

(Kaiser, 2012). As a result, lobbying activity exploded during the last few decades. Money spent

on this field went from millions of dollars to billions. In addition, the internet has heavily

influenced lobbying as it provides a faster way to communicate, raise awareness, and influence

public opinion. On the other hand, the internet provides an overload of information, which

sometimes is contradictory and ill-informs millions of people (Kanitra, 2015). This has made

lobbying a more complex issue, as it has created a challenging environment due to reduced trust

in institutions. This also means politicians and companies are being watched at all times by the

public and investors, who increasingly see their lack of transparency towards lobbying and

political engagements. This calls for transparency and integrity from both parties to avoid all

current loopholes and increase trust in policymaking (“Lobbying in the 21st Century”, 2019).

Historical Case Studies

Koreagate

In the late 1950s, Tongsun Park immigrated to the United States from South Korea. After

attending the renowned Georgetown University, Park built a network of relationships with

influential U.S. government officials. While gaining popularity, Park agreed with then-Korean

president Park Chung Hee to provide confidential information to Korea’s Central Intelligence

Agency (KCIA) in exchange for a monopolistic role handling the purchases of South Korean rice.

It was through this channel that payments as high as $370,000 were delivered to ten U.S.
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congressmen (WETA, 2020) in the early 1970’s. At the time, President Nixon had planned on

withdrawing American troops from Korea, yet South Korea relied on those troops and was

paying Park to influence Congressmen to vote against this. Most of the congresspeople denied

ever receiving a dollar from Park, and the House voted for the lightest punishment possible.

Thus, the Standard Committee was critiqued for its “inability to make the toughest of its charges

stick” (CQ Almanac Online Edition, 2022). Despite South Korean officials and U.S. politicians

claiming that journalists had fabricated the case, there were many suspects and evidence

supporting this suspicion. However, these ideals were shut down when Park confessed in a

House Hearing that “the payments he made to members of Congress totaled about $850,000”

(Lee, 2018). The scandal highlights the many cases when the United States refrained from

denouncing other countries to avoid bringing light to internal situations that could deteriorate

the country’s image. It also represents the multiple instances of lobbying in the United States

that go unnoticed by the general public, and impunity prevails within the Senate.

Jack Abramoff Indian Lobbying Scandal

Jack Abramoff is a businessman, lobbyist, and convicted felon. From 1994 until 2004,

Jack Abramoff worked as a lobbyist at Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds LLP and Greenberg

Traurig. The Mississippi Choctaw Indians were Abramoff’s first client in 1996 from the Indian

Lobbying Scandal, where he — along with Republican tax reform advocate Grover Norquist and

Texas Representative and House Majority Whip Tom DeLay — delayed the bill that would tax

Native American casinos. In 1999, Abramoff took measures alongside Republican Ralph Reed to

defeat a bill in the Alabama State Legislature that would create competition for gambling

centers. Over the next few years, he allied himself with other politicians to protect the casino

businesses of the Saginaw Chippewa, the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, the Coushatta

tribe, and the Tigua tribe. The groups paid millions of dollars, funding over $66 million in

Abramoff’s lobbying career so he could influence politicians to support the tribes (Abramoff:

Lobbying Congress - Ethics Unwrapped, 2017). In 2006, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas

sued Abramoff’s for “overcharging [them] for work never done” and demanding millions of

dollars from a casino that had already closed due to fraud (Lyman, 2022). His efforts to

influence politicians to undermine democracy resulted in further investigations that resulted in

criminal charges. Abramoff pleaded guilty to conspiracy, fraud, and tax evasion and was

sentenced to serve 72 months in federal prison. In 2010, he was released, having completed only

35 months. This case exemplifies when lobbying becomes unethical, even when appearing as a

fair exchange where Abramoff profited over a service provided to the Native Americans.

Cunningham Scandal
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Representative Randy “Duke” Cunningham served as a member of the House Defense

Appropriations Subcommittee and the House Intelligence Committee from 1991 until his

resignation in 2005. He admitted to taking bribes of $2.4 million from military contractors and

avoided taxes by more than $1 million (Perry, 2005). Due to the large amount of money

involved, Cunningham’s case is one of the most significant recorded because of his respected

reputation as an eight-term congressman and an honorable Navy fighter pilot in the Vietnam

War (Perry, 2005). Cunningham acknowledged a practice of bribery that dates back to 2000. At

that time, contractors gave him Persian carpets, silver candelabras, a Rolls-Royce, antique

furnishings, travel and lodging bills, use of a yacht, and an opulent graduation party for his

daughter, all of which are known from his plea agreement (Perry, 2005). Cunningham profited

from his influential position once he reached seniority, giving him additional power in Congress

to “influence the appropriations of funds and the execution of government contracts” (Perry,

2005). This act of corruption is an example of how Congress has disregarded the concerns of the

American people in favor of serving wealthy special interests and their friends.

Paul Manafort Indictment

Paul Manafort is an American lobbyist, political consultant, attorney, and convicted felon

and fraudster. Before Manafort’s brief run as Donald Trump’s campaign chairman, he was a

political consultant and lobbyist with more than a decade of deep ties to Ukraine and Russian

interests (Hendry, 2018). Manafort’s alleged strategy was to “influence politics, business

dealings, and news coverage inside the United States, Europe, and former Soviet republics to

benefit President Vladimir Putin’s government” (Hendry, 2018). Manafort created DMP

International LLC, a consulting, lobbying, and public relations firm that worked for foreign

clients such as wealthy Russian business leader Oleg Deripaska (Hendry, 2018). Both Manafort

and Deripaska worked closely on many ventures, one of which involved the “Hapsburg group,” a

group of former politicians hired by Manafort to lobby members of Congress and the Obama

administration in order to satisfy his foreign interests (Hendry, 2018). Deripaska accused

Manafort of taking $19 million worth of investments from their ventures. This incited the FBI to

open multiple investigations into Manafort’s work. During this time, Manafort led and later left

the Trump campaign due to scrutiny over his foreign work (Hendry, 2018). His relationships

with foreign leaders and governments finally led special counsel Robert Mueller to indict him on

various charges —from money laundering to conspiracy against the U.S. to tax crimes (Hendry,

2018). Manafort faced two separate trials for these charges that landed him over a year in prison

(Hendry, 2018). The story of Paul Manafort is an example of the consequences of greed and

immorality that can often plague modern lobbyists.

Owen Paterson Corruption

In 2015, Owen Paterson, a paid lobbyist and former Secretary of State for Environment,

Food, and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland and cabinet minister, created UK 2020, a private
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think tank, which is a company that provides advice and ideas for legal and economic issues.

This company paid for ten of Paterson’s overseas trips, including trips to the U.S., to campaign

in favor of Brexit. All members of parliament (MPs) must declare the source of their funds for

any overseas travel that costs more than £300. Nonetheless, since this think tank is a private

company, the law does not require it to identify its benefactors (Aljazeera, 2021). Ultimately,

Paterson used this loophole to make his donors remain anonymous. Aside from this, he worked

as a paid consultant for Randox, a clinical diagnostics company, and Lynn’s Country Foods in

2015 and 2016, respectively. In both these companies, Paterson made much more money than

he did as an MP. Due to this, he used his position as MP to further the interests of both these

companies. The Committee on Standards, led by Kathryn Stone, reported on Paterson following

accusations of corruption. It reported that it was “ an egregious case of paid advocacy” and that

Paterson “repeatedly failed to perceive his conflict of interest and used his privileged position as

a Member of Parliament to secure benefits for two companies for whom he was a paid

consultant” (Reid, 2021). While this case is not based in the United States, it demonstrates the

commonality of unethical lobbying worldwide and how it continues to be a common practice in

recent years used to advance political interests that are still unraveling today.

Past UN Actions

In 1996, the United Nations (UN) issued a new Declaration against Corruption and

Bribery in International Commercial Transactions.The declaration, approved by consensus in

the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly, condemns all corrupt practices and

calls for a series of actions from the UN (United Nations issues landmark declaration against

corruption, 1996). These actions include that all UN Member States are requested to take

measures and cooperate at all levels to combat corruption and bribery. In addition,the Economic

and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies are requested to find ways to promote the

criminalization of corruption and bribery, and secure public awareness through the need for

global anti-corruption actions (United Nations issues landmark declaration against corruption,

1996). These actions can broaden cooperation among all United Nations members to curb

corruption in all its forms, such as extreme cases of lobbying (United Nations issues landmark

declaration against corruption, 1996). Although this next initiative is not centered on lobbying,

it still works among similar guidelines that cover the regulations that should be imposed in

lobbying. The United Nations Convention against Corruption addresses five key topics:

preventive measures, criminalization and law enforcement, international cooperation, asset

recovery, and technical assistance and information exchange (UNODC, n.d). They deal with a

broad range of corrupt practices, including bribery, the buying and selling of influence, the

misuse of office, and numerous private sector corruption-related offenses (UNODC, n.d). What

they cover goes alongside the factors that contribute to the violation of the Constitution when

practicing lobbying. As of last year, 189 parties are participants of the Convention, and it has 140

AVE. MORONES PRIETO 1500 • SANTA CATARINA, N.L. MÉXICO 66190
TELEPHONE: (81) 8288-4400 • FAX: (81) 8288-4455

www.immuns.org



International Monterrey

Model United Nations Simulation

American School Foundation of Monterrey

signatories (UNODC, n.d). It was first adopted by the UN General Assembly on October 31,

2003, and entered into force in December 2005 (UNODC, n.d).

IV. Key Players and Points of View

Charles E. Schumer (D-New York)

Democratic New York Senator Charles E. Schumer has served as the Majority Leader

since 2021 and has been a senator since 1999. As a Majority Leader, he is the primary speaker

during Senate debates and works to promote the party's legislative agenda. Because of this, he

has a wide-ranging influence in the Senate, which is why he is the senator with the most

contributions from lobbyists in 2022, receiving over 750,000 dollars, making over 200,000

dollars more than the second-ranked recipient (Open Secrets, 2022). This money has been

granted to him from many different sources, including Citigroup, a lobbying firm that has spent

close to 4 million dollars on lobbying in 2022 alone. In addition, other organizations have

contributed to Schumer's significant lobbying funds, such as National Group LLP, WilmerHale

LLP, Pyala Strategies, and over 300 others. In return for this monetary compensation, Schumer

uses his power, influence, and seat within the Senate to allow these companies to further their

interests. As of 2022, there have been no significant lobbying scandals or accusations regarding

Chuck Schumer, which helps establish his credibility as the Majority Leader, and shows how

lobbying can be implemented without serious challenges to democracy.

Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky)

Mitch McConnell currently serves as the United States senator from Kentucky and has

been Senate Minority Leader since 2021. He is in his seventh term, having held the seat since

1985. In his 2014 campaign, Lundergan Grimes claimed McConnell was “the No. 1 recipient of

contributions from lobbyists” (Contorno, 2014) Many claim he has engineered the current

campaign-finance system as lobbyists, companies, and billionaires have funded mainly his

campaigns. In his campaigns, it has been noted investors had virtually no spending limits

(Panetta, 2021). Even though he enjoys the commodities of lobbying, reviving up to 4.3 million

dollars to fund his campaigns, he has declared, “our private sector must stop taking cues from

the Outrage-Industrial Complex,” as he believes “woke” corporations shouldn’t corrupt the

minds of Americans (Panetta, 2021). Many corporations who have helped candidates

throughout the years have taken stands on LGBTQ rights, gun safety, and voting rights which go

against his views (Cherry Bunch, 2021). This has placed him in various controversies as the

media label him as a hypocritical person, discrediting him as a senator and one of the leaders of

the country.

Michael Bennet (D- Colorado)
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Senator Michael Bennet currently represents the state of Colorado and has had a seat as

a senator since 2009. Since 2010, he has been advocating for the implementation of a ban that

disallows former members of Congress from practicing lobbying after leaving office. There is a

cooling-off period that restricts former congress members from partaking in lobbying. Bennet

instead wants to extend that ban for a lifetime. Bennet and Senator Elizabeth Warren believe

that by implementing this proposal, America’s democracy will be repaired, and the will of the

people will finally be worth more than those with vested interests and money. The general

public, other senators, and congress members have shared multiple perspectives on their

proposal, mostly opposing the bill. Its lifetime ban is perceived as too radical; Meredith

McGhee, the executive director of Issue One, a bipartisan government-reform advocacy group,

has suggested a five-year ban which has been better received by the public (Berman, 2019).

Republicans argue that Bennet’s movement reflects certain hypocrisy as it would limit the

opportunity for his party to regain the majority in the Senate (Levine & Beckel, 2015). While

Senator Bennet gained support from former Senator Cory Gardner, Senator Mike Braun, and

Senator Rick Scott, the bill has not been approved. Its negative response suggests that a lifetime

ban will not become a reality.

Mike Braun (R-Indiana)

Businessman and politician Mike Braun currently serves as the Junior United States

Senator for Indiana and has done so since 2019. He has been vocal about his opposing view on

lobbying. In 2019, he introduced legislation that would ban former members of Congress from

becoming lobbyists. He has successfully filed the Banning Lobbying and Safeguarding Trust

(BLAST) Act, which was introduced early in February of the same year to the House by

Representative Trey Hollingsworth. In a statement, Braun stated that "one of the reasons [he]

left the private sector for Washington was to help President Trump drain the swamp, and

accomplish this by permanently banning Congressmen and Senators from lobbying Capitol

Hill," he further claimed, "Together we can end the revolving door of career politicians coming

to Washington, spending time in Congress, then enriching themselves from their service to the

American people." He said this regarding the Nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics list,

which named more than 340 former members of Congress who have tried to influence federal

policies and laws by becoming lobbyists (Sen. Rick Scott Introduces Bill to Permanently Ban

Members of Congress From Lobbying, 2019). His first campaign was largely self-funded as he

claimed he would “not be beholden to anyone” as his supporters were not “insiders' ' but regular

people. However, Braun claimed he would not self-fund his 2018 general election campaign

against Democrat Senator Joe Donnelly, one of the most competitive opponents in the nation.

He later headed to Washington to get fundraising help from career politicians and lobbyists, the

previously derided. He hosted a fundraising lunch in which donors were asked to give at least

1,000 dollars to attend. His fundraiser was held at Fierce Government Relations, which took in

more than 13 million dollars in lobbying fees last year. Clients include the American Gaming
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Association, Apple, BP America, Ford Motor Company, MillerCoors Brewing Company, and the

National Pork Producers Council. This was followed by a breakfast hosted by the lobbying firm

BGR Group, which collected more than 26 million dollars from lobbying income (Groppe, 2018).

Although he claims to oppose lobbying, he has also benefited from it, making it unclear what he

stands for.

Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina)

Senator Thomas “Thom” Tillis is an American politician serving as the Republican

United States Senator from North Carolina since 2015. Tillis has attempted to introduce

restrictions on abortion, strict voting requirements, and a constitutional amendment banning

same-sex marriage, among other endeavors (Topaz, 2014). During his primary campaign, Tillis

skipped multiple candidate forums and a televised primary debate to avoid lesser-known rivals

and cement his image as the "inevitable nominee" (Joseph, 2014). Tillis was later criticized for

raising money from groups lobbying the state House (Mimms, 2014). During the 2014 election,

Tillis received $22,888,975 in dark money, anonymous funds raised to influence elections,

including 81% of non-party outside spending in support. According to OpenSecrets, Tillis has

received nearly $2,000,000 due to lobbying (OpenSecrets, 2020). Tillis’ use of lobbying funds is

not a hidden secret but is an example of how politicians often rely on lobbying to ensure their

success. This practice typically leads to a cycle of corruption and manipulation that many

individuals, like Thom Tillis, succumb to.

V. Possible Solutions

The purpose of the Senate is to draft efficient and long-term solutions to this issue to

ensure that lobbying stays a democratic process and does not violate any amendments. A

possible solution to this issue is to further the mandate, which requires all government members

to fill out a Lobbying Disclosure Act (LDA). The Lobbying Disclosure Act, first created in 1995,

requires all active registrants to file quarterly activity reports with the Secretary of the U.S.

Senate and the Clerk of the U.S. The House of Representatives. This act promotes more

government transparency and prevents corruption or illegal activity from occurring through

lobbying. In addition, any document submitted through this act is then available online to the

public, filed under section 203 of the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act (HLOGA),

established in 2008 (Lobbying Disclosure). The further implementation, as well as the

digitalization of these records, increases accountability and transparency within the lobbying

system.

Although this process is required for all lobbying transactions, stricter consequences can

be implemented for disregarding this act. Applying stricter sanctions to any lobbyist or a public

official who does not disclose their transactions or who commits fraud through this process will
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help incentivize the officials who are not correctly following the lobbying process. Currently, the

Department of Justice has not prioritized the criminal prosecution of lobbying offenders.

However , non-compliance to this process can “trigger a maximum statutory penalty of 5 years,

as well as potential fines of up to $250,000” (Townsend 2020).

Aside from these solutions, a more radical approach, in which the U.S. Senate may find a

way to monitor and ensure the legality of all lobbying activities, is to have the U.S. House

Committee on Ethics and the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Ethics accept or deny the

potential companies, industries, or individuals who are interested in contributing to a confident

policymakers fund. This filter would allow these committees to ensure no conflicts of interest or

potential democratic violations.

VI. Current Status

Ever since the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act was imposed in 2007,

lobbyists have been required to “file quarterly reports listing their clients, issues, institutional

targets [...] and compensation” (Drutman, 2011). Nowadays, this act has not been proven very

effective since the information shared with the act solely gives the impression of high quantities

of money transactions. For citizens, the disclosed information remains limited to demonstrating

its purpose and what is being advocated.

The overall amount spent on lobbying within the U.S. in 2021 was 3.73 billion dollars. In

2020, it was 3.53 billion dollars; therefore, an increase can be observed in the practice’s use

(Statista). The rise of the millennials has opened and more than doubled the practice of

lobbying, from the local to presidential government level; this is due to the advances in

technology that have permitted a boost in this area of expertise, as well as increased salaries of

lobbyists. The Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), a transparency law created to encourage

openness in the American political, media, and public relations systems, has been working

closely with the Department of Justice (DOJ) to promote transparency, as well as prosecute

those they find that do not provide specific information about the agency arrangement with the

foreign principal. With this, stability within potential violations regarding the numerous

amounts of lobbying is at work.   
Currently, U.S. citizens are conflicted between supporting or rejecting lobbying, many

misinterpreting it as bribery. The National Conference of State Legislature shared that “nearly

60% of Americans consider them to have low or very low ethical standards,” reflecting certain

distrust from the people towards lobbyists (Birdsong, 2020). The grand majority of politicians

favor lobbying confidently, given its protection through the 1st Amendment and the Lobbying

Disclosure Act of 1995. Yet, the voice of those against it seems to have a greater influence on the

public.

The Senate must recognize that many times the regulations placed on lobbyists are only

applicable to those registered, being only a portion of all lobbyists, and consider that those
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restrictions de-incentivize lobbyists to register officially. Additionally, while there are aspects of

lobbying that could be considered a threat to the Constitution, acknowledging the possible

benefits in the profession is necessary to best create a possible resolution to the issue.
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