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I. Committee Background

Founded on April 30th, 1948, the Organization of American States (OAS) works to

establish peace and justice in the nations of the Western Hemisphere; it also aims to promote

solidarity and collaboration among members to defend their sovereignty, territorial integrity,

and independence, as stipulated in the first chapter of its Charter (Our History, 2009). The OAS

grew out of an international organization established by the United States (US) for the Western

Hemisphere named the Pan-American Union. Starting in 1889, the Pan-American Union

engaged in a series of meetings known as the Pan-American Conferences, which concluded with

the foundation of the OAS and the signing of its Charter after the Ninth Conference, held in the

city of Bogotá, Colombia. The new organization was initially meant to function as a forum for

international cooperation and security among Latin American countries and the U.S.after the

beginning of the Cold War. However, by the 1990s, the newly independent Caribbean nations

and Canada became members, and the organization shifted towards encouraging democracy in

member states (Our History, 2009).

Like the United Nations (UN), the OAS is administered by a General Secretariat and by a

Secretary-General every five years. Its main policy-making body is the General Assembly, which

hosts the foreign ministers and chiefs of state of each of the 35 independent nations of the

Western Hemisphere annually. In addition, the General Assembly controls the organization’s

budget and oversees other specialized organs. When the General Assembly is not convening, the

organization’s regular work is carried out by the Permanent Council, which, as the name

suggests, is composed of elected permanent representatives from each nation in the OAS. Even

though the OAS has been committed to fulfilling the UN’s regional goals since the 1940s, the

organization’s resolutions are not subject to approval by the UN or any other international body.

Any resolution that passes by a simple majority is considered final and non-binding (Our

History, 2009).
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II. Introduction

Description and Definition of the Topic

The ongoing Operation Condor, initiated in November 1975, is a United States-backed

political campaign created by right-wing governments primarily from Latin America involving

intelligence operations and violent assaults of mostly left-wing political opponents and activists

within the region. Right-wing dictators of South American countries currently lead the

operation, and their victims are political leaders and student activists from Argentina, Uruguay,

Chile, and Bolivia. In 1976, countries such as Brazil, Ecuador, and Peru joined the operation and

had subsequently been targeted. All these countries have been targeted due to the rise of

communism in South and Central America during the 70s, but as of 1981, there have been

almost “50,000 people dead and 30,000 disappearances” around the Southern Cone (Guardian,

2020). Joan Patrice McSherry, an American political scientist, estimates that at least 402

left-wing politicians have been killed during Condor operations that crossed national borders

(Routledge, 2009). However, despite the countless lives lost, Operation Condor has also

provided opportunities like the uprising of freedom of speech in nations such as Brazil and

Argentina. Throughout these six years of political instability, these two nations’ citizens have

created multiple coups and caused corrupt governments to become unstable. In essence,

Operation Condor was and continues to be a violent covert cooperation of military dictatorships

to silence their political opponents.

The Problem

Operation Condor, led by the intelligence police in South American countries and

supported by the United States, aims to eliminate left-wing political activists and guerrilla

members. The victims are usually from countries such as Uruguay, Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay,

Chile, and Brazil (Lessa, 2022). The South American intelligence leaders are planning

assassinations and abductions with the U.S. to torture and eliminate these people in an attempt

to protect their governmental power. Reportedly, most of the abductions and eliminations are

taking place in Argentina, seeing as 69% of the victims targeted were spotted in that nation

before their disappearance (Lessa, 2022). If the politicians targeted attempted to flee,

authorities would likely catch them from neighboring right-wing countries. Victims are

disappearing at an alarming rate, and many have been declared legally dead. Since the dawn of

the operation, CIA documents have revealed that the U.S. is providing support by aiding

right-wing politicians financially, organizationally, and through technical assistance. More

notably, the U.S. has acted as an intermediary between the South American countries in their

meetings and gave tactical advice and approval of their execution plans for said victims (Scull,

2020).
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The reported disappearances and murders are allegedly carried out in Argentina, Brazil,

and Paraguay, but other supposed murders occur in the United States. Left-wing citizens of the

targeted countries are beginning to notice many liberal-minded individuals disappearing. As a

result, a group of protesters, the majority being female relatives of the victims, have begun to

demand answers from the government regarding their presumably deceased relatives (Lessa,

2022). However, due to the ongoing political repression and dictatorship in South American

countries, citizens cannot take action and restore peace in their countries.

Although thousands of South American citizens and leaders have disappeared daily,

there is little to no action regarding such events, as it takes vast effort to track down the people

responsible. Another reason there is no apparent action is the clandestine nature of the

disappearances; right-wing politicians have allegedly made the most. Therefore, prosecuting a

politician and successfully having authorities go against them proves to be complicated.

Moreover, it is widely known that the United States did not lead nor initiate the operation.

However, it is confirmed that the country favors the abolition of liberal politicians and has

physically aided and prepared right-wing authorities in South American countries. In order to

avoid any repercussions or complications, politicians involved in Operation Condor have kept

their actions with the utmost secrecy. Although the operation wishes to establish a stable

government that will ideally benefit the citizens, Condor has caused controversy due to the way

its leaders are violently managing the circumstances and how hundreds of lives are being lost

daily. That being said, many believe that the U.S.’s involvement with Operation Condor is a

threat to the sovereignty of these nations, asking who even gave the U.S. the authority to decide

what is better for these nations in the first place.

III. History of the Topic

Chronological History of the Topic

Operation Condor’s founding document is dated November 28, 1975, when military

leaders from countries in South America met for a national intelligence meeting in Santiago,

Chile. Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Paraguay, Bolivia, and Brazil established a system that allowed

members of their countries to exchange intelligence on political opponents. Since most member

countries had solid right-wing views, their opponents were most commonly those with left-wing

ideologies. Condor represented sophisticated collaboration and functioning in a nationalist

region (McSherry & J.P, 1999). Starting in the early 1970s, Paraguay held annual bilateral

conferences with Argentina and Brazil; the topics of these meetings included the evolution of the

overall situation in Latin America and individual delegations. They concluded that the intent to

undermine the government’s power and authority had moved beyond being an internal

problem, and international collaboration was needed to face this issue (Zoglin, 2001).
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In 1976, the United States Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) reported that Operation

Condor was a counterterrorist organization and exposed the organization’s assassination ability,

interrogations, and disappearances of citizens and political leaders alike. That same year, the

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) stated that “the Agency was receiving reports that Condor

planned to engage in ‘execution action’ outside the territory of member countries” (McSherry &

J.P, 1999). One of the most known cases of Operation Condor was documented in 1977 when

citizens from Argentina and Uruguay were detained in Paraguay. Individuals Josè Nell, Jose

Antonio Logoluso, Dora Marta Landi Gil, Nelson Rodolfo Satana Scotto, and Gustavo Edison

Insaurralde were detained on March 29, 1977, without a warrant. These individuals were

affiliated with different subversion organizations such as the Student Workers Resistance,

Peronist Youth, and the Victory of the People Party. Archives refer to their detainment as

coming from special orders, and following the week of their arrest, they were each meticulously

interrogated by right-wing authorities. Finally, on May 16, 1977, they boarded a plane to an

infamous clandestine torture center near Buenos Aires, Argentina, and have not been seen or

heard of since. Since this disappearance, there has been an increasing report of unsolved

missing person cases; these are speculated to be tied to Operation Condor.

Similarly, the victims of these cases are commonly associated with left-wing ideologies.

The exchange of political prisoners was a significant part of Condor since it strengthened

relationships between countries and made it difficult for citizens to find missing loved ones,

which induced terror in the countries (Zoglin, 2001). In 1979, Argentina’s state intelligence

agency held training courses for high-level officials. The content of these courses included

methods of communication, subversion, terrorism, and discussions of intelligence or

counterintelligence. These conferences were held annually, and except for Paraguay, which

reportedly received an invitation, it is unknown which specific countries received an invitation

(Zoglin, 2001).

Originating on January 10, 1978, in Nicaragua, riots began to occur as a revolt against

the totalitarian government of Anastasio Somoza Debayle. Anastasio was thought to be

responsible for the execution of a leftist political figure named Pedro Joaquin Chamorro

Cardenal. As this protest manifested, the National Palace was taken over by the Sandinista

National Liberation Front on August 22 during the legislative session, capturing 2,000 hostages.

Although the government had previously agreed to pay for the captive’s release, multiple

uprisings continued persisting; therefore, on July 17, 1979, Somoza gave away his position to the

Sandinistas, ending this conflict (Westera, 1979). That same year, on January 25, 1978, the

Beagle Conflict, a border dispute between Argentina and Chile, began. Argentina wanted to

claim the Picton, Lennox, and Nueva islands in the Beagle Channel. Attempts to make a dispute

have been proved unsuccessful, with an unclear future in the relationship between Argentina,

Chile, and the Beagle Channel islands (Westera, 1979). As the tension between countries in the

Southern Cone rises, they continue to detain leftist activists and politicians in the continent,
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which will continue to cause conflict between the countries, their respective politicians, and

their citizens.

Historical Case Studies

Kidnapping of Pedro Eugenio Aramburu

On May 29, 1970, Argentinian president Pedro Eugenio Aramburu was kidnapped by the

Montoneros, a rebel group in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Aramburu had been taken hostage due to

the execution of General Juan Jose Valle— which took place in 1956)— an executive who was

closely tied with the Montoneros rebel group (New York Times, 1970). The president's body was

found in a Buenos Aires province on June 1, 1970, with two gunshot wounds through his chest.

During Aramburu's presidency, he helped create the Revolución Libertadora, a coup d'état that

ended the second presidential term of Juan Perón and overthrew Juan Peron, the former

dictator. His assassination was partially triggered by his hostile actions towards the press and

led to the imprisonment of opposition leaders and supposed economic instability.

Furthermore, the military Revolución Libertadora against Perón led to three years of

military rule under Aramburu. This new military government forced Perón into exile and barred

the Peronist Party from further elections (Britannica, 2010). Near the end of his term, he made a

public commitment that none of the militaries who held positions in his government would

accept candidacies when elections were called. However, what caused the leftist-socialist groups

to take action was the murder of General Juan Jose Valle, an army officer associated with the

Peronist movement. Valle, alongside 26 other militants, was killed after an attempted coup over

Aramburu’s presidency.

Therefore, on May 29, 1970, at noon, Aramburu was snatched from his apartment in

Buenos Aires by two members of Montoneros posing as young army officers. Montoneros

dubbed the kidnapping Operación Pindapoy. Aramburu's disappearance kept Argentinian

society on hold for a month before it was discovered that Aramburu had been murdered three

days after his abduction. Following his death, his corpse was hidden inside a farmhouse near

Timote in Buenos Aires Province. He had been shot twice in the chest with two different pistols.

Following his arrest, a convicted terrorist and socialist, Mario Firmenich, took credit for the

kidnapping and assassination. In the following weeks, statements from Montoneros flooded the

media. Among other things, they claimed their actions responded to the executions of

twenty-seven Peronist militants who took part in an unsuccessful coup d'état in 1956. Leading to

multiple assassinations, political kidnappings, and effects on the nation.

Assassination of Orlando Letelier

Orlando Letelier was a Chilean lawyer, economist, and diplomat who worked closely with

Chilean president Salvador Allende. On November 3, 1970, Salvador Allende was elected

president of Chile; both of them, Allende and Letelier, supported and tried to implement Marxist
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ideology in the country (Fuchs, 2019). However, throughout the presidency, Allende’s beliefs led

him to attempt nationalization in international businesses, including U.S.-owned copper mines

(History, 2010). In effect, the United States and the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency)

successfully pressured the World Bank to end loans with Chile, which got more banks and

businesses to follow them. By 1973, Chile’s economy had collapsed, and the country suffered

from inflation, labor strikes, food shortages, violence between the leftists and the rightists, and

damaged relationships with foreign countries. For those reasons, various coup d'états were sent

by General Agusto Pinochet, a Chilean rightist who succeeded in overthrowing Salvador Allende

on September 11, 1973 (History, 2010). Allende died that same day, and Agusto Pinochet became

the dictator of Chile. With that dictatorship, entered the Condor mission that wanted to

eliminate left-wing political activists, one of them being Orlando Letelier.

Letelier was abducted and taken to the concentration camps on Dawson Island, located

in the South of Chile, where he suffered torture (Shepherd, 2016). Groups of international

activists demanded they release him from the concentration camps, and by 1974, Letelier was

free from the intelligence police. After being released, due to international diplomatic pressure,

Letelier went to Washington D.C., where he worked at the Institute for Policy Studies. This

high-profile job made him an easy target for Pinochet because he was an important employee,

and it was easy to obtain information on him. Later, in 1976 two members of the Chilean

intelligence police along with five Chilean exiles, placed a bomb in his car, killing him and his

American assistant (Shepherd, 2016). The U.S. got the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

involved in the case, and a few years later, they accused the Chilean government regarding the

murderer of Letelier.

This case gave people a clear understanding of Operation Condor, especially since this

execution took place in the United States, which permitted more people to get informed about

the events through the news and other media. After this event, many people started advocating

for human rights, mainly because this event overlapped with the many other deaths and

disappearances that the operation caused, revealing that people felt unsafe in their countries.

This assassination acquainted people with how far the South American dictators were willing to

go to fulfill the operation’s mission and purpose; since it showed the inhumane actions the

South American dictators are taking. Furthermore, it also allowed organizations such as the FBI

to finally get involved in Operation Condor. The FBI's involvement could potentially help

identify the people involved in abducting and executing the victims. By stopping them, peace

could potentially be restored in Latin American countries.

The Death Squadron of 1971

In 1971, the Uruguayan government was under pressure from the Nixon administration,

the 37th Presidency of the United States, about counterinsurgency strategies. In response, the

Uruguayan government carried out massive subversive sweeps and took direct control of its

army. In these subversive sweeps emerged the so-called Death Squadrons, who are a selective
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group of network agents that carried out targeted bombings and disappearances. One of these

agents was Uruguayan citizen Hugo Campus Hermida. In 1970, Campus Hermida had been sent

to attend intelligence courses in Washington D.C. and training courses in Brazil. Because of his

past role as a police officer, his time spent in training with the U.S., and his current occupation

as a member of the death squads, he represented a linkage between the CIA, police death

squads, and Operation Condor (McSherry, 2007). At least sixteen other Uruguayan officers

participated in U.S. military courses. The U.S. training of foreign officers included “special

investigation techniques,” bombing assembly, and “field sessions.” All the officers sent to train

internationally were recruited for special operations or death squadrons in relation to Operation

Condor (McSherry, 2007).

Later, in 1972, Nelson Bardesio, an ambitious police agent, was kidnapped by the

Tupamaros, a political movement of national freedom initiated by Uruguayan citizens. Bardesio

confirmed the existence of police death squads and named several participating officers,

including Hugo Campus Hermida and Victor Castiglioni. In this interrogation, Bardesio

confessed to several crimes such as “[planning] and [executing] bombing attacks against a

socialist leader, Arturo Dubra; a journalist, María Ester Gilio; a lawyer, Alejandro Artucio; and a

Communist Party leader Manuel Liberoff” (McSherry, 2007). All these affairs were carried out

under President Pacheco's leadership. The case of death squadrons in relation to Operation

Condor highlights the relationship between the U.S. military training programs and external

countries. Working from the shadows, these teams of officers controlled citizens with the fear of

being killed, tortured, interrogated, and worse, and left no room for political diversity.

The National Union of Students (UNE) of 1937

Students had a somewhat prominent role in Brazilian politics in the early 1900s, and in

1937 they founded the National Union of Students (Brazil), also known as the UNE. However, as

Brazilian politics got more divisive in the late 1950s, the UNE shifted to the left more and more.

One of the events that led up to Operation Condor was the 1968 protests. These protests, led

mainly by student activists worldwide, focused on opposing the Vietnam War. The protests

marked the beginning of the civil rights movement, which further led to more prominent

movements that became a turning point towards many conflicts, such as human rights violations

and civil rights declarations (Green, 2012).

The conflicts were mainly focused on Brazil and Argentina, which have a strong

correlation with the development of Operation Condor. The 1960s was the start of the Brazilian

student movement. Throughout the beginning of the 1900s, students began to take an interest

and position within the political activities taken in Brazil. Later, in 1938, the National Union of

Students in Brazil (UNE) was established. The UNE became increasingly collective, meaning all

individuals would become involved in the movement instead of working individually, causing

the political situation to change. The UNE faced many challenges within their movements, as

they were a group of students creating a stand in political decisions. This caused a controversial
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topic in Brazil, in light of the fact that in 1964 a Brazilian military dictatorship came into power,

thus challenging the UNE to their rights to political activities as students.

Moreover, since the government was based on anti-democratic policies, they attempted

to oppress student political activity in any form. As these protests proceeded, the government

began to act aggressively, including through police violence. Despite this attempt, the protests

continued manifesting as the opposite of what the government wanted: to silence all student

voices and continue with their procedures as they were beforehand (Green, 2012).

Because this only encouraged further protests against the dictatorship, which was now in

the process of trying to oppress the student voices. This further caused students and police to

engage in violent encounters, such as detaining the students forcibly and putting an end to their

protests through acts of aggression towards protesters.

As this movement began to gain momentum, students began to express their political

standpoints through national protests, strikes, and other similar events (Green, 2012). On the

contrary, the government did not respond lightly. Instead, they began to handle this issue

aggressively against the students and began detaining them for their actions. This resulted in the

arrest, torture, and disappearance of students and teachers suspected of being involved with the

UNE. In essence, the student movement was taken down in 1968 when the government passed a

legislation interfering with the rights of students to protest or have a strong political standing

that would manifest itself as the movement did. Ultimately, putting an end to the student

movement ( Green, 2012).

Brazil and the U.S. Overthrowing Allende

In December of 1971, the president of the United States, Richard Nixon, along with

Brazil’s President Emilio Garrastazú Médici, met to discuss the overthrow of Chile’s

government. When Salvador Allende was elected president in 1970, Nixon mentioned that even

though the United States continued to have relations with Chile, it would be more distant

compared to prior administrations. Both the United States and Brazil feared that under the new

rule, Chile would become a communist country. Once the new rule was established, things in the

country, such as the economy, started to thrive; however, shortly after, problems emerged.

Although Allende’s intentions were good, and he “wanted to reform health care, agriculture, and

education,” the changes in the country were not balanced out, and as a result, there was a lot of

instability, such as a decrease in the price of copper. For these reasons, between 1971 and 1973,

there were many strikes against Allende and people wanted to overthrow him. The last strike

that took him down from power was on September 11, 1973, when the military launched an

attack against him. Even though Allende broadcasted that he would not resign the presidency,

after another attack, “it became clear that the military would take the palace and Allende told the

defenders to surrender” (United States Department of State, n.d.). Shortly after, Pinochet

became the president of Chile. Although there is no direct evidence that states that the United

States and Brazil supported Pinochet in his coup, a series of events may suggest their support.
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For instance, The USA “had provided funds in support of electoral candidates, ran anti-Allende

propaganda campaigns, and had discussed the merits of supporting a military coup in 1970”

(United States Department of State, n.d.). Before Operation Condor, government interference,

such as Allende’s in Chile, was already happening.

Past UN Actions

The United Nations (UN) has not taken any initiatives in Operation Condor. However,

recently, the public has seen more action being taken by the citizens demanding human rights,

which relates to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights initially published by the UN in

1948. In this case, citizens of South American countries have been the first to step towards

demanding the protection of their rights. More specifically, women related to the victims of the

crimes committed during the operation have started protests to raise social awareness of the

human rights violated in their countries (Lessa, 2022). The UN should support the people

protesting about their rights, find a way to raise the awareness necessary to gain support, and

stop this operation, creating a chance for peace to be restored in these countries. When human

rights are violated, the UN has the fundamental right to investigate the situation and place

sanctions on the countries violating these rights (United Nations). As various articles from the

Declaration of Human Rights are being violated by Operation Condor, the UN should take

action.

The United Nations-Legal Affairs was founded in 1948 and provides legal services for the

main organs of the UN and takes charge of publishing treaties. Article 2(4) of the Charter of the

United Nations states the following, “All Members shall refrain in their international relations

from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any

State, or any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations” (United

Nations, 2022). The countries involved in Operation Condor have been members of the United

Nations since 1945, meaning that they are aware of the laws they are breaking. Operation

Condor is violating this article, and it is the United Nations’ responsibility to provide help and

reestablish order in these countries.

The countries known as part of the Southern Cone of South America began to experience

a wave of human rights violations arising from 1975 to 1977. Political extermination began to

become a constant issue within the military campaign. Within this, they proceeded with

extrajudicial executions, illegal detentions, enforced disappearances, torture, and inhumane

treatment, crossing serious human rights laws(Lessa, 2019). In light of these events, the United

Nations did not take part in the construction of the solution. Yet, as stated in the United Nations

Legal Affairs Article, “All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat

or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any

other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations” (United Nations, 2022).
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The violation of human rights laws crossed during operation condor was shown to have a

massive take on the population. It defined a turning point within the declaration of human

rights documents. The operation violated articles 3, 5, 8, 12, 21, and 30 of the Declaration of

Human Rights— and has done so on several occasions. Given that many of these rights are being

violated, the UN should step in and further investigate the acts of violence, threats, protest

aggression, executions, kidnappings, and more to conclude how to put an end to this issue. This

Operation has taken a toll worldwide, as it impacted multiple countries and since the United

Nations began to develop in 1945, the Declaration of human rights was officially published in

1948 (Levy, 2011). Most countries involved in the Operation should receive reinforcement and

funds, as it is part of their responsibility, because they all take part in the U.N., and must restore

order and peace (Levy, 2011).

IV. Key Players and Points of View

Argentina

The civic-military dictatorship of Argentina created military juntas under Operation

Condor in 1976. Since 1972, Argentina has engaged in the The Dirty War against their biggest

rival, Brazil. This war started due to the aftereffects of Juan Peron’s government collapse in

1955. After Peron returned from exile in 1973, he died in 1974, leading to the peak of Condor in

Argentina in 1974. Starting the disappearances and kidnappings after Peron’s death against

Brazilian citizens (Guardian, 2004). Soon after, in 1975 the Argentine SIDE (Secretaria de

Inteligencia) cooperated with the Chilean DINA (Direcion de Inteligencia Nacional) in

numerous cases of disappearances. They assassinated Chilean General Carlos Prats, former

Uruguayan Prime Minister Zelmar Michelini, and Hector Gutierrez Ruis, and the ex-president of

Bolivia, Juan Jose Torres, in Buenos Aires (Guardian, 2020). The SIDE also assisted Bolivian

general Luis Garcia Tejada's Cocaine Coup in Bolivia, with the help of the Italian Gladio

operative Stefano Delle Chiaie and Nazi war criminal Klaus Barbie (see also Operation Charly)

(JOS, 2022).

Recently, Since the opening of confidential archives, it has been discovered that there

were operative units composed of Italians used at ESMA to repress groups of Italian

Montoneros. This unit, called “Shadow Group,” led by Gaetano Saya, an Officer of the Italian

army, stayed behind and created - Operation Gladio. In April 1977, the Madres de la Plaza de

Mayo, a group of mothers whose children had disappeared during Operation Condor, visited the

front of the Casa Rosada each Thursday evening for the rest of the year (JOS, 2022). Seeking to

learn the location and fates of their children. The disappearance in December 1977 of two

French nuns and several founders of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo gained international

attention. Authorities later identified their remains among the bodies washed up on beaches in
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December 1977 south of Buenos Aires, victims of deaths from fights (Oxford, 2022). Other

Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo members continued the struggle for justice.

Paraguay

In Paraguay, Operation Condor occurred under Alfredo Stroessner's presidency. In 1954,

he seized power with the help of the army and police and since has ruled Paraguay. Paraguay is

internationally recognized as one of the founding members of Operation Condor along with

Chile and Argentina.

This delegation has what is known as the Archives of Terror, between 500,000 and

700,000 individual pages of documents detailing the activities of Operation Condor, creating a

full report of three decades worth of illicit activities (Dinges, 2004). Officers documented the

arrests, interrogations, movement of suspects, recordings, and photographs of any subversive

activities. Imprisonments, transfers, and alleged disappearances are also part of the archives

(Watts, 2012). This wide network of illegal activities expanded beyond the borders of Paraguay

and inspired other member countries of Operation Condor to follow suit such as Argentina and

Uruguay.

Furthermore, concentration camps and secret detention centers were discovered. In

these establishments, mass murders were carried out as part of a political extermination

campaign to eliminate radical leftist movements and anyone associated with them. Secret

arrests, tortures, and executions are happening in Paraguay, making the country a playground

for violence and unsafety. One of the many victims of this Operation was Jorge Fuentes Alarcon,

who was part of an underground organization called the Revolutionary Coordinating Body (JCR

or Junta Coordinadora Revolucionaria). Alarcon was a top officer of the Movement of the

Revolutionary Left (MIR); he was arrested on the Paraguayan border. There are at least a dozen

documents detailing his four months of interrogations, such as lists of questions asked by the

Paraguayan police. Eventually, he was turned over to the Chilean authorities, where it was

reported that he was kept in a cage and was driven insane by the continuing torture before

eventually being reported missing (Dinges, 2004). Since then, Alarcon has not been the only

politically-involved citizen reported missing concerning Paraguay's officers and government.

Martin Almada, a Paraguayan lawyer, was tortured and kept prisoner from 1974 to 1977, with

recordings of his torture sessions being sent to his wife during the time, and records of this were

kept in the archives of terror (Watts, 2012). Operation Condor allowed Paraguay to escalate its

violence against political opponents and anyone considered a threat to the regime. This

delegation has various intelligence networks with allied countries which helps them arrest

citizens outside their borders and vice versa. Going as far as providing false passports to

international agents so they can make arrests in Paraguay and transport them back to their

country without any legal problems.
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United States

Documents from the CIA, such as the Policy to overthrow Salvador Allende by Coup on

October 16, 1970, show that the United States approved of the dictatorships in Latin American

countries and even offered organizational and tactical advice to them (Rhymes, 2017). The

United States originally interfered with the South American governments in part because, before

the dictatorships, countries like Chile had presidents like Allende who were trying to nationalize

the US-owned copper mines and other international businesses (History, 2010). As a result, the

right-wing politicians, now the leaders of South American countries, created Operation Condor

to eliminate left-wing politicians. The U.S. went along with the operation, seeing that in the

Transcript of the Secretary of State’s Staff Meeting that took place in Washington on October 1,

1973, 3:27–4:03 p.m, the U.S officials discussed that the operation was better than Allende’s

presidency for the U.S government. Therefore, the United States provided physical support for

the operation even after knowing it consisted of eliminating people (Rhymes, 2017).

Throughout Operation Condor, the United States supported South American countries,

especially Chile. For example, by funding propaganda projects that aimed to clear the bad

reputation of the dictator governments at an international level and to offer tactical advice for

the executions of the victims (Salviato, 2020). The United States attempted to call on Pinochet

to respect human rights, but they never spoke to him with authority for fear of offending him,

which led to many executions, including one performed in Washington state to Letilier; still, in

fear of the public knowing about the U.S’s relationship with the southern dictatorships, they

decided to conceal evidence of the execution, putting the blame completely on Chile (Salviato

2020). For this reason, the relationship between the United States and Chile started

deteriorating. This led the U.S. president, Jimmy Carter, along with the United States

Department of State, to create the document U.S. Policy Towards Chile, 1980. In this document,

the U.S. reveals that Chile was involved in the assassination of Letelier, and that was the reason

they were going to sanction Chile for diplomatic, military, and economic reasons (Salviato,

2020). The United States knows the damage and violations that Operation Condor has on basic

human rights, and it is finally starting to stand up for the people and the dictators.

Chile

Unlike the rest of South American countries, Operation Condor in Chile took place

against a progressive government. In 1973, General Augusto Pinochet took charge of the

dictatorship in Chile. During this time, “The people of Chile were subjected to a systematic

campaign of torture and state violence: an estimated 2,600 to 3,400 Chilean citizens were

executed or ‘disappeared’ while another estimated 30,000 to 100,000 were tortured” (Lewers,

2002). That same year, the constitutional government was taken down, and the Chilean army

fought against the start of socialism. On that same note, “According to the Valech Report on

Political Imprisonment and Torture (2004), at least 27,255 people were tortured” (Lewers,
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2002). In essence, during this time, the army sacrificed thousands of citizens to pursue a more

right-wing governing.

Just after the event mentioned above, Operation Condor emerged. It was thought that

Operation Condor end Chile's antiquated ideas and processes and enforce “the liquidation of

‘top-level terrorist leaders’” (Osorio, 2016). With this in mind, the slaughter of leaders in the

country started in 1974 when a bomb struck General Carlos Prats, a Chilean commander, and his

wife. It is rumored that the ‘Dirección de Inteligencia Nacional’ (DINA), which was the secret

police, was responsible for the assassination, but so far, this speculation has not been certified.

Following this event, on October 6, 1975, Manuel Contreras, the head of DINA, led the failed

attempt to murder Bernardo Leighton, a Chilean politician who ruled for many years. They

attempted to kill Leighton and his wife, who was exiled to Italy then. Overall, due to the number

of assassinations and issues that have recently emerged, people infer that Chile will become one

of the most relevant countries in Operation Condor within the following years.

Uruguay

Prior to the start of Operation Condor, Uruguay was already in an internal war against

the established dictatorships. Around the years 1970 and 1971, the Death squads emerged in the

country; this was also around the same time that Juan María Bordaberry Arocena took charge of

the Uruguayan Presidency. He was the country's president for two years, until June 27, 1973,

when an Uruguayan coup d'état overthrew Bordaberry’s leadership. The movement was started

in order to crush the Tupamaros, which were a guerrilla group in Uruguay. This strike lasted

around two weeks, and it marked the beginning of a civilian-military dictatorship. During the

period of rule, the new right-wing presidency impacted the country abruptly as, “a considerable

number of people were murdered, tortured, illegally detained and imprisoned, kidnapped and

forced into the disappearance, in the purported defense against subversion” (Hamdi, 2004).

Some say that Operation Condor emerged in Uruguay and throughout Latin America to

“neutralize social sectors that were demanding a fairer distribution of economic resources and

political power” (McSherry, 2007). Through the Death Squads, they could control the vast

majority of civilians and ignite terror within the community. Apart from the Death Squads,

another action that scared the Uruguayan population was the killing of Uruguayan Ministers

such as Zelmar Michelini, who was killed in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on May 20, 1976, by a

paramilitary group. However, he was not the only one tortured since he was found in a car with

another Uruguayan political figure, Héctor Gutiérrez Ruiz, and two militants.These people were

assassinated because they were “influencing public opinion against the military regimes”

(Hamdi, 2004). Based on the events that have been happening in the country, it is probable that

Uruguay, along with Argentina, Paraguay and Chile, will become a key player in Operation

Condor.
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V. Possible Solutions

Some resolutions that the United Nations could present to reach an end to Operation

Condor are the following: Increase the level of security of South American politicians and people

to ensure their safety and security, have the United Nations step into the arena and investigate

the disappearances, motives, and the players, and increase public awareness about the situation.

To start, Increasing national security and safety will induce and decrease all the disappearances

and violence going on throughout the continent. If countries such as Brazil, Argentina, Chile,

and Uruguay started increasing their level of national security, there would be an automatic

decline in the violence that has been incited. This could be done by increasing each country's

security budgets and personnel, implementing strict curfews at night, and securing borders.

However, unfortunately, these new solutions would start to corrupt the government and

increase national security.

Another possible solution is for the United Nations to step in as another player. If the

United Nations were to step in, investigations could be started to figure out what is going on in

these countries. With these investigations, the series of disappearances and murders would have

someone to pinpoint, therefore finding the country behind this operation and penalizing them

accordingly. To add on, another solution that the UN could propose would be to create a special

task force that helps investigate this situation with the help of peacekeepers; this would

automatically lead to a more extensive investigation and decrease deaths through the power of

the UN.

Lastly, having people informed brings attention to nations treating people this way and

encourages populations who wish to take action to participate in the solution. This would create

immense public awareness of what is going on throughout the continent. Implementing this

solution could go through PSA’s, radio announcements, and television.

VI. Current Status

Since 1970, Operation Condor has collaborated with the Southern Cone countries that

are working towards the coordination of Operation Condor. This focuses on the political, social,

trade union, and student activists from Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina, and Brazil, while all

being targeted for persecution and obliteration (CELS, 2019).

As the issue continued to develop up to 1981, many other contributors and factors to the

operation came to light. Furthermore, multiple South American countries have begun to admit

their contribution towards Operation Condor, therefore demonstrating by releasing certain

databases with higher confirmed cases of victims throughout the following years. As stated by

Dr. Francesca Lessa, a professor at Oxford University specializing in Human Rights within Latin

America, “the database already holds 496 confirmed cases of victims between 1969 and 1981”

(Lessa, 2019). Multiple sources, like CIA documents, have revealed how Ecuador, along with
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many other countries of the Southern Cone, is also a part of the Operation Condor plan. A

three-page CIA document from 1980 states how Ecuador's intelligence services, army, navy, and

air force gathered information from other states and pursued further psychological warfare

(McSherry, 2022). Moreover, this issue has had an exponential reach through many countries,

as the contributors have been held accountable for their actions and participation in the

operation.

As of 1981, the countries of the Southern Cone are still in alliance with one another to

coordinate their attacks on subversion and share intelligence against left-wing politicians. Their

plan goes as follows: Phase I: supporting counter-insurgency development; the government

organizes a military activity to prevent rebellion. Phase II is the formation of special teams from

member countries to carry out assassinations, interrogations, and disappearances. Phase III is

the most secret phase of Operation Condor, its ability to assassinate political leaders.

Intelligence agents who carry out operations in these phases reportedly have free passage into

member countries (McSherry, 1999). Recently, in a bombing on the Bolognarail station, in Italy,

known as the Bologna massacre; 85 people were killed and 200 wounded (McSherry, 1999). The

remnants of the bomb have been identified and connected to Operation Condor and European

intelligence agencies. Furthermore, it has been discovered that Italy is in alliance with the CIA

and has been executing phase I of Operation Condor, code-named   Operation Gladio, in an

extreme form of anti-communism.

Furthermore, in recent years, the United States, more specifically the CIA, although not

an official member of the Operation, has been more involved in its activity. According to J.

Patrice McSherry, the CIA trained Honduran intelligence agents to conduct interrogations,

surveillance, and psychological manipulation in their country. Moreover, in 1981, an Uruguayan

intelligence officer stated that the U.S. had detailed manuals for torture and publicly criticized

the School of the Americas, a U.S. Army center, for teaching torture, assassination, and

extortion. Therefore, it is essential to identify human rights violations and terrorist activities

that have taken place under Operation Condor in order to take appropriate action and to guard

and protect the citizens of Southern America appropriately.

Thousands of citizens have been impacted by the atrocities of this operation, and

thousands more will be further affected if the operation does not come to a halt. The nature of

the Condor System is a repressive structure that disintegrated the peace and diversity of many

countries. The committee must address these crimes to prevent any deadly consequences from

developing further, and they must not be taken lightly. It is in the hands of the Historical

Organization of American States to amend the damage done by various political leaders.
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